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The Registration to Visit DOMOTEX Asia/
CHINAFLOOR 2024 is Open

Buyers of all types of flooring can 
now get free access to the 26th 
edition of the show by registering 

at here. 

After a successful edition held in July 2023, 
which saw a record visitation of 83,594 
flooring professionals coming from 112 
different countries, the show is set to ex-
pand further in 2024. 

More than 1600 exhibitors are expected to 
exhibit in an area of 230,000 sqm, spread 
throughout 8 halls at the National Exhi-
bition and Convention Center (NECC – 
Hongqiao).

The hard flooring, show’s largest seg-
ment, will occupy 4 halls with exhibits of 
all types of resilient, wood, laminate, cork 
and bamboo flooring as well as outdoor 

Visitor Registration
Our show is the only dedicated interna-
tional event in the region which assists 
the flooring community to tap into new 
opportunities all over Asia.” – highlighted 
Baert.

Leading companies in the industry such 
as Classen, Daejin, Eletile, Hawk, HMTX, 
KDF, Lamett / CFL Flooring, LX Hausys, 
Sanyi, Unilin, Azumi, Bona, Homag (Hard 
flooring & Floor Tech), Bulckaert, Hai-
ma, Oriental Weavers, Paulig, Standard 
Carpet, Voxfloor (Carpet), Freudenberg, 
Universal Fibers, Groz-Beckert, Staubli, 
Trutzschler, Vandewiele, Zimmer (Carpet 
Tech), have already confirmed their par-
ticipation at the 2024 edition.
As China continuous to facilitate trade re-
lations with the world, the show expects 
to welcome a growing number of inter-

The largest flooring tradeshow in APAC will take place in Shanghai from 28th to 30th May 2024, welcoming par-

ticipants from everywhere in the world and showcasing innovations and new business opportunities from all 

Asia’s flooring markets.

decking. 2.5 halls will be occupied by 
manufacturers of carpets, rugs and car-
pet technology. The rest of the space will 
be dedicated to the flooring technology, 
sport flooring as well as complementary 
products, such as wooden doors, wall-
boards and more.

“DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR represents 
not only China, but the whole Asian re-
gion.” – said Thomas Baert, co-founder 
and co-organizer of the event and Pres-
ident of CFL Flooring. “Despite the cur-
rent economic challenges that the whole 
world is experiencing, China continuous 
to present many opportunities as a man-
ufacturing powerhouse and a huge con-
sumption market. Other nearby South-
east Asian markets are also growing at 
fast speed.

https://www.domotexasiachinafloor.com/register-now.shtml


Januar y 2024 5

Issue 67
M E N A  C A R P ET  N E W S

The export of Iranian machine-made 
carpets has registered an 11.5 per-

cent rise in the first six months of the 
current Iranian year compared to the 
corresponding period last year, an of-
ficial said.
Deputy Minister of Industry, Mine and 
Trade Mohammad Mahdi Baradaran 
hailed Iran’s machine-made carpet in-
dustry as one of the privileged sectors 
in the international level.

He noted that the central city of 
Kashan is a main hub of producing 
machine-made carpets with around 
1,000 industrial and production units.

The deputy minister put the annual 
production capacity of machine-made 

Export of Iranian Machine-Made Carpets Growing

national visitors in 2024. Citizens from coun-
tries such as Germany, France, Italy, Spain, the 
Netherlands, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore 

We will participate at DOMOTEX asia/
CHINAFLOOR 2024 as we believe that 
the East Asian markets have a vibrant 
and exciting future.” – said Adam Ku-
zelewski, Vice President of Sales at CLAS-
SEN Group. “We, as German manufac-
turer, have a vast product portfolio of 
floors developed and produced in our 
German production facilities, that we 
would like to offer to the Asian market. 
We treat Chinese and other Asian mar-

kets seriously and plan our 
expansion there. concluded 
Kuzelewski.

etc. can now visit China visa-free and the list 
keeps growing. The event organizers are also 
emphasizing on the buyer programs, to en-
sure the platform is helping at its best the 
regaining of trade relations in the flooring in-
dustry between China, Asia and the world.

More than 150 international buyers and sever-
al buyer delegations from different countries 
will be hosted in 2024. The selected buyers 
will enjoy free accommodation, match-mak-
ing activities, access to a dedicated lounge, 
free access to all onsite events and seminars 
as well as various entertainment events such 
as a city tour, VIP party, and more.

DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR 2024, as in the 
past, will take place in co-location with R+T 
Asia – the leading APAC trade fair for the sun 
shading and door/gate industry, cadex – the 
international event for connecting, learning 
and doing business in the design and archi-
tecture industry, and many others, under the 
roof of Build Asia Mega Show, a comprehen-
sive platform which promotes cross-sector 
communication and integration.  

carpets in Iran at 90 million square 
meters, the major part of which he 
said are exported.

Pointing to the export of $330 million 
in machine-made Iranian carpets in 
2022, Baradaran said Iran's high-qual-
ity products have customers from the 
neighboring states, China and Europe.

The US has imposed economic sanc-
tions against Iran for over 40 years 
and the trade barriers have created 
problems for Iranian businesses.

The import and export sector is among 
the most affected, including in some 
unusual areas such as the carpet in-
dustry.
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Domotex, the internationally renowned 
trade fair dedicated to flooring, con-
cluded its 2024 edition in Hannover, 

Germany, from January 11th to 14th. With over 
1,000 exhibitors from more than 60 countries, 
the event served as a global platform for the 
flooring industry to present cutting-edge 
products, trends, and innovations.

Drawing approximately 18,000 visitors from 
140 countries, Domotex Hannover main-
tained its status as a pivotal gathering for de-
cision-makers in the flooring sector. The trade 
fair is divided into two distinct worlds – Car-
pets & Rugs and Flooring – with an impres-
sive 80% share of decision-makers among its 
exhibitors.

Among the key statistics from the event, 71% 
of visitors hailed from abroad. Europe dom-
inated the international presence with 65%, 
followed by Asia with 18%, America with 9%, 
the Middle East with 4%, and Africa and Aus-
tralia contributing 4%.

For many participants, Domotex is a corner-
stone event in their business calendars. The 
trade fair offers a unique opportunity to es-
tablish and strengthen global business con-
nections, fostering relationships with cus-
tomers and agents on an international scale. 
Exhibitors leverage the platform to showcase 

Domotex Hannover 2024: A Showcase of Flooring 
Trends and Global Connections

and technological advancements will contin-
ue to shape the trajectory of the carpet indus-
try. As consumers increasingly prioritize envi-
ronmentally conscious choices, the flooring 
sector is responding with a commitment to 
eco-friendly practices and materials.

While noting a slight decrease in visitor turn-
out compared to the previous year, exhibitors 
expressed satisfaction with the quality of en-
gagements at Domotex Hannover 2024. Em-
phasizing that quality triumphs over quantity, 
exhibitors highlighted the value of productive 
meetings and meaningful connections. The 
sentiment echoed by participants under-
scores the significance of Domotex as a vital 
platform for knowledge exchange and busi-
ness development within the global flooring 
community.

In conclusion, despite the evolving landscape 
of trade fairs and exhibitions, Domotex Han-
nover remains a crucial hub for the flooring 
industry, setting the stage for collaborative 
efforts, innovative showcases, and discussions 
that drive the sector forward. The commit-
ment to supporting Domotex on an annual 
basis reflects the industry’s recognition of its 
enduring value as a nexus for global business 
in flooring.

their latest innovations and explore emerging 
trends within the industry.

In 2024, the carpet industry took center stage 
at Domotex, reflecting evolving consumer 
preferences. Sustainability, innovation in ma-
terials, and a heightened focus on health and 
wellness were prominent themes. Carpets 
made from eco-friendly materials, designed 
to enhance durability, garnered significant 
attention.

Industry experts anticipate that sustainability 
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The International Conference on 
Oriental Carpets, ICOC-XV, will be 
held in Istanbul from 6-9 June 2024 

with wonderful exhibitions, a full carpet 
fair with international dealers, a robust 
academic program, and both pre- and 
post-conference tours. The event will take 
place in The Marmara, Taksim and buses 
will be scheduled from the main venue to 
the museums in Sultanahmet.

Academic program
ICOC Academic Committee has an-
nounced a call for papers (pdf) with dead-
line for proposals 24 February 2024. The 
Academic Sessions will be held 7- 8 June 
2024 at The Marmara, Taksim. The sched-
ule of the talks will be ready in April 2024.

ICOC-XV Academic Committee mem-
bers include Alberto Boralevi, Chair (Italy), 
Gulcin Aksoy (Türkiye), Udo Hirsch (Türki-
ye and Germany), Reyhan Polat (Türkiye). 
Wendel Swan (USA), Ali Riza Tuna (Swit-

ICOC Istanbul news

Pre- and post-conference tours
The pre-conference tour will begin in An-
kara continuing to Sultanhani, Konya and 
Cappadocia. It will cover both Ankara and 
the Konya Vakiflar Museum, a special ex-
hibition will be organized at the Sultan-
hani Caravanserai with the support of the 
city mayor.

The post-conference tour will be in West-
ern Anatolia starting from 9 June to reach 
the long-awaited Arkas Museum and 
then continue to the weaving workshops 
of Bergama and the popular cultural her-
itage of Ephesus.

zerland) and Markus Voigt (Germany).

Exhibitions
An exhibition of the TIEM Collection. A 
committee has selected 118 items. The 
museum management is also preparing 
to hold an exhibition of kilims from the 
TIEM inventory. Most of the pieces on dis-
play will be new to visitors to ICOC XV.
There will be an exhibition of Karma kilims 
from private collections. The location will 
be announced after receiving confirma-
tion from the Ministry.
The committee wants to focus on “weav-
ing” as technology and design: an exhibi-
tion of small pieces such as bags, saddles 
and other fabrics will be displayed in the 
Lounge area of the retailer’s exhibition 
pavilion.

Dealer’s Fair
Dealer’s Fair will be opening 6 June 2024 
and will proceed until 9 June 2024 at The 
Marmara, Taksim
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Saurer OpenHouse 2024 Launches with 
Spectacular Success

The eagerly awaited Saurer Open-
House 2024 kicked off today at 
Saurer’s Übach-Palenberg site in 

Germany, surpassing all expectations on 
its first day. The event, a convergence of in-
dustry experts, scientists, and Saurer cus-
tomers, provided a dynamic platform for 
networking, insightful presentations, and 
engaging discussions. Attendees were 
treated to an exclusive preview of the lat-
est megatrends, cutting-edge research, 
and state-of-the-art textile machinery.

Dr. Marcus Rennekamp, the host and Man-
aging Director of Saurer’s Übach-Palen-
berg site, opened the event with a warm 
welcome. The Group CEO, Dr. Uwe Rondé, 
then took the stage to outline Saurer’s 
latest innovations and the company’s 
strategic commitment to supporting cus-
tomers in areas such as energy-saving, 
digitalization, automation, and recycling.

The highlight of the morning was the key-
note speech by Prof. Chokri Cherif from 
the Institut für Textilmaschinen und Tex-
tile Hochleistungswerkstofftechnik (ITM), 
TU Dresden. Prof. Cherif captivated the 
audience with his insights into sustain-

able opportunities within the textile in-
dustry, ranging from advancements in 
carbon fibers to the development of fi-
ber-based implants and constructions in 
architecture.

As the day progressed, attendees had the 
opportunity to partake in factory tours, 
attend presentations by partner compa-
nies and Saurer experts, and explore the 
newly unveiled Saurer Sustainability hub. 
The OpenHouse will continue on January 

13, offering an ongoing platform for stu-
dents, customers, and partners to con-
nect, collaborate, and delve into the latest 
innovations and trends in the textile in-
dustry.

For those unable to attend the Open-
House, Saurer encourages participation 
in upcoming exhibitions in the first half 
of 2024. These include prominent events 
like DOMOTEX in Hanover, Germany; DTG 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh; EXINTEX in Puebla, 
Mexico; JEC World in Paris, France; INDO 
INTERTEX in Jakarta, Indonesia; Techtextil 
in Frankfurt, Germany; and ITM in Istan-
bul, Turkey. These exhibitions will serve as 
additional opportunities for industry en-
thusiasts to familiarize themselves with 
Saurer’s groundbreaking innovations.

Saurer’s commitment to pushing the 
boundaries of textile technology and fos-
tering collaboration across the industry is 
evident in the success of the OpenHouse 
2024, setting the stage for a year of excit-
ing developments in the world of textiles.
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Autoairo sets news benchmarks

An unique combination of resource saving spinning technology 
with advanced automation solutions and digital control.
This is the secret of high quality and sustainable Belairo air spun 
yarns.

saurer.com

 Autoairo 
Think progress.

https://saurer.com/en
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Preparing to take the leading position in the world carpet 
market with its production capacity and product quali-
ty, the Turkish carpet sector closed the year 2023 with an 

export figure of approximately 2.8 billion dollars. Turkish carpet 
manufacturers sold 612 million 194 thousand square meters of 
carpets to 180 countries and free zones.

Southeastern Anatolia Exporters’ Associations announced car-
pet export figures for 2023. According to this; Turkey sold 612 
million 194 thousand square meters of carpet to 180 countries 
and free zones. Turkish carpet manufacturers earned 2 billion 
752 million 647 thousand dollars in return for these exports. Al-
though there was a loss of 3.1 percent in machine-made carpets 
on a value basis, the 31.9 percent increase in handmade carpet 

Turkey Sold 2.8 Billion Dollars Worth of Carpets in 2023

exports enabled the sector to maintain the 2022 figures.

The sector earned the highest revenue from machine-made 
carpets with 2 billion 188 million 116 thousand dollars. Ma-
chine-made carpets were followed by tufted carpets (special 
design) with 483 million 15 thousand dollars, handmade carpets 
with 72 million 620 thousand dollars and rugs with 8 million 896 
thousand dollars.

Most Carpet Exports to the USA
On a country basis, the US imported the most carpets from 
Turkey with 773 million 20 thousand dollars. Saudi Arabia with 
269 million 858 thousand dollars, Iraq with 194 million 889 thou-
sand dollars and England with 178 million 765 thousand dollars 
followed the USA. Last year, carpet exports to Saudi Arabia in-
creased by 129 percent compared to the previous year.

Gaziantep ranked first in carpet exports with 1 billion 872 million 
328 thousand dollars. The second province was Istanbul with 
667 million 973 thousand dollars and the third was Uşak with 67 
million 228 thousand dollars.

Drawing attention to the added value created by handmade 
carpets, Ahmet Hayri Diler, Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Istanbul Carpet Exporters’ Association (İHİB), said, “If the 
square meter price of a machine-made carpet is 67 dollars, that 
of a handmade carpet goes up to 300 dollars. The added value 
is very high. It is necessary to revitalize handmade carpets in 
Turkey.”

Sales of 400-500 thousand dollars are not recorded
Reminding that handmade carpet exports are around 73 mil-
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lion dollars in the records today, 
Diler said that the actual export 
figure is much higher. İHİB Presi-
dent Diler said, “Tourist sales and 
online sales are not reflected in the 
union records. We estimate that 
sales of 400- 500 thousand dollars 
cannot be recorded. With the reg-
istration, the figures will explode 
in an instant.” Stating that the de-
mand for handmade carpets will 
increase even more as the trend for 
organic, natural and environmen-
tally friendly products becomes 
widespread around the world, Diler 
said, “In parallel with this, artisans 
will become more prominent. If we 
catch the future from today, we can 
reveal our difference against com-
petitors there.”

The carpet sector, which ranks 18th 
in Turkey’s exports, aims to increase 
its exports in 2024. Explaining that 
one of the most important works 
in 2024 will be to analyze the coun-
tries where they have experienced 
a decline in exports, Ahmet Hayri 
Diler said, “There are countries such 
as the United Arab Emirates and 
Russia, where carpet imports are 
increasing but our exports are de-
creasing. We will investigate why 
our share has fallen in these coun-
tries and what we need to do. We 
will organize delegations and focus 
on this a little bit in 2024.”

Iranian rugs, as one of the main symbols 
of Iranian culture and art, have faced a 

significant decline in global markets in 
recent years. This decline has been so se-
vere that the exports of this product have 
decreased from $2 billion in 1994 to $50 
million in 2022.

According to Iran’s media reports, Hos-
sein Salah Varzi, the head of the Iranian 
Chamber of Commerce, states that the 
negative impact of the country’s incor-
rect currency policies on the exports of 
various non-oil goods, including Iranian 
hand-woven rugs, has led to a 98% reduc-
tion in the exports of this product in 2022 
compared to 1994.

“In the 2000s, rug exports were consid-
ered one of the important pillars of the 
country’s foreign currency earnings. How-
ever, after 2012, Iranian rug exports steadi-
ly declined and reached their lowest lev-
el in 2015, when Iran only exported $290 
million worth of rugs. While the average 
rug exports between 2007 and 2017 were 
around $416 million, since 2019, the vol-

Iranian Rug Exports Decline by 98%

ume of rug exports has consistently been 
less than $73 million, and in the past year, 
it reached its lowest figure of $50.7 mil-
lion.”

According to the statistics of the Ministry 
of Industry, Mine and Trade, a significant 
portion of the employment chain of the 
2 million artisans involved in hand-woven 
rugs throughout the country consists of 
weavers, many of whom have migrated to 
the outskirts of cities or other neighbor-
ing countries during the recession.

Recently, Fathollah Tousi, a member of 
the Economic Commission of the Parlia-
ment, stated that Iranian rugs no longer 
lead the market, and as a result, competi-
tors are attracting Iranian carpet weavers 
to Turkey and other neighboring coun-
tries.

In previous years, Germany, the United 
States, Japan, and the United Arab Emir-
ates were among the main customers of 
Iranian rugs.
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Zollanvari: Januari’s Gallery As we head to Paris for Maison et 
Objet (18-22 January 2024) we felt 
our second gallery focus had to 

be French in flavour, so who better than 
Zollanvari‘s representative in Paris.

Founded by Henri Daumas in the early 
1970s, Galerie Triff rapidly became a Paris 
institution and a mecca for all things flat-
woven. Henri was a bon vivant with an in-
fectious enthusiasm for handwoven rugs 
and kelims – his chief requirements in 
choosing what he showed in the gallery 
being always beauty and quality.

The gallery is now run by Éric and Nathalie 
Daumas, ably assisted by Inès Roca, who 
all remain faithful to Henri’s philosophy. 
They have been one of our most loyal cli-
ents over the years and have pushed the 
scope of what they present in the gallery 
to include tribal and designer gabbehs as 
well as the finest Baneh, Mazandaran and 
Ikat kelims.

In recent years, they have developed their 
own ‘créateur’ kelims in stunning colour-
ways and contemporary designs that 
have enthralled interior designers and 
private buyers alike in Paris and beyond…

We hope to join forces with them to par-
ticipate in Paris Déco Off in September 
2024, so watch this space! The picture 
postcard above tells you more of the sto-
ry…
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21 - 24 May 
2024

the textile world of 
decoration

Tel: +90 539 234 6324

https://kohantextilejournal.com/event-single/decoraexpo/
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Oriental Weavers Group Shines at Domotex 
2024 with Eco-Conscious Innovations Renowned for its legacy in the world 

of carpets and rugs, the Oriental 
Weavers Group took center stage 

at the 35th edition of the Domotex Han-
nover Exhibition, showcasing a legacy of 
excellence dating back to its founding 
in 1979 by industrialist and entrepreneur 
Mohammed Farid Khamis. With a remark-
able journey from a single loom operation 
to becoming the largest producer of ma-
chine-woven carpets globally, the Group 
has consistently pushed the boundaries 
of innovation.

Listed on the Egyptian Stock Exchange 
(EGX) since 1997, the Oriental Weavers 
Group draws inspiration from Egypt’s rich 
textile heritage, dating back to c.5000 
BC. Today, it proudly stands as the global 
leader in tufted and jet-printed rugs and 
carpets.

At Domotex 2024, the Oriental Weavers 
Group seized the opportunity to exhibit 
groundbreaking innovations, reinforcing 
its position as the world’s leading manu-
facturer of carpets and rugs. Aligned with 
the event’s theme, ‘Floored by Nature,’ 
the display echoed the Group’s unwav-
ering commitment to sustainability and 
cutting-edge innovation.

The showcased eco-conscious rugs and 
carpets, crafted from renewable ma-
terials, exemplify the Oriental Weavers 
Group’s dedication to clean energy prac-
tices across its operations and product 
range. The exhibition also featured an ex-
tensive array of collections that transcend 
modern and traditional design boundar-
ies, including indoor/outdoor rugs, Goblin 
tapestries, and rugs crafted from recycled 
yarn.

Expressing gratitude to all visitors who 
shared in the passion for environmentally 
conscious flooring solutions, the Oriental 
Weavers Group emphasized that their en-
thusiasm fuels the commitment to creat-
ing a greener future. Anticipating the fu-
ture, the Group looks forward to Domotex 
2025, where innovation and sustainability 
will once again take center stage.
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B.I.G. Yarns, a New European Producer of PET BCF Yarns 
for Automotive Carpet

▪First industrial runs complete for automotive carpet manufacturing

▪New yarns put innovation and sustainability at forefront of production

▪B.I.G. Yarns now a one-stop shop for nylon (PA6), polypropylene (PP) and polyester (PET) BFC Yarns

To expand its support for high-end 
and luxurious automotive interiors, 
B.I.G. Yarns has completed its first 

industrial production runs of virgin poly-
ester BCF yarns for automotive carpet to 
complement its line of polyamide PA6 su-
perior yarns.

There is a growing market in PET for au-
tomotive interior applications, with poly-
ester allowing automotive OEMs and Tier 
1 to develop products that, from the out-
set, consider eco-design by building MO-
NO-polymer carpets and flooring that are 
100% recyclable at End of Life (EOL ). 

These materials are helping to ensure im-

proved and more sustainable EOL recy-
cling of electric vehicles that are driving 
the future of the car industry.

The new PET BCF Yarns offer high-perfor-
mance for automotive carpets, including 
abrasion and stain resistance, and dura-
bility, passing all stringent automotive 
tests including the Taber test for abrasion 
performance, compressibility and recov-
ery ability test, light fastness in automo-
tive (DIN EN ISO 105-B06) and VOC (fog-
ging) according the VDA 278 test on VOC 
and FOG emission.

The yarns can be color solution dyed, have 
a dTex between 1300 – 1500, 81 filaments 

and are ideally for mats with a composi-
tion of 400 to 800 gram per m², while the 
yarns for molded carpets have a dTex of 
1200, 144 filaments for 380 gram per m².

“As the industry continues its transition 
towards circularity, making the right ma-
terial choice is crucial from the outset to 
ensure the best possible eco-design and 
recyclability. Our newcomer, PET BCF 
yarns, brings virgin material to automo-
tive carpets, creating a new systemic ap-
proach towards MONO-polymer-based 
automotive applications,” said Glenn 
Hyzak, Global Sales Director Yarns.

With the addition of PET BCF yarns, B.I.G. 
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Yarns is now a one-stop-shop for 3 types 
of Solution Dyed BCF carpet yarns for the 
automotive industry: nylon (PA6), poly-
propylene (PP) and polyester (PET), and 
the Eqo-range of PA6 yarns – the sustain-
ability focused EqoBalance, EqoCycle and 
EqoYarn. This strategically positions the 
company to help carpet manufacturers 
meet their sustainability targets.

The automotive carpet market is expect-
ed to grow strongly in the coming de-
cade with the increased demand for ve-
hicle customization and personalization 
driven by owners looking to upgrade and 
enhance interiors, including the flooring 
area.

A growing awareness around car hygiene 
is also boosting the market as consumers 
become more conscious of maintaining 
cleanliness in their vehicles, including the 
floors. Automotive carpets provide an ef-
fective solution by trapping dirt and pre-
venting it from spreading to other areas.

B.I.G. Yarns supports manufacturers as 
they invest in research and development 
to introduce more innovative and im-
proved products to cater to these evolv-
ing consumer needs.

“From sustainability to enhanced func-
tionalities and color, we work closely with 
our customers, supporting them in de-
sign for vehicle customization and per-
sonalization, and in building new carpet 
designs that have never be seen before. 
Be inspired by our SustainableYarns and 
our monthly Catch The Color and let us 
help you open up exciting new opportu-
nities with our continuous focus on in-
novation and sustainability,” concluded 
Mélanie Monceaux, R&D Manager B.I.G. 
Yarns.

B.I.G. Yarns is proactive in developing 
new products that better serve custom-
ers’ needs in a sustainable way. Its solu-
tions are at the forefront of industry prod-
uct design, and it is fully committed to 
achieving an improved climate impact in 
the full supply chain within the automo-
tive interiors industry by focusing on what 
matters most.

Saudi Carpet & Flooring Expo 2024: 
Future of Middle East Flooring

The inaugural Saudi Carpet & 
Flooring Expo (SCFE), scheduled 

for November 25-27, 2024, promises 
to be a groundbreaking event in the 
realm of carpet and wood flooring 
trade. Boasting as the largest exhibi-
tion of its kind in Saudi Arabia, SCFE 
offers a platform to discover an exten-
sive range of carpet and wood floor-
ing solutions from both national and 
international exhibitors.

Why SCFE?
Attendees can expect to:
▪Explore an impressive array of car-
pets and wood flooring solutions 
from leading industry exhibitors.
▪Connect with industry experts, de-
signers, and manufacturers to foster 
valuable relationships and collabora-
tions.
▪Witness the unveiling of new prod-
uct launches and innovative flooring 
solutions.
▪Participate in insightful seminars, 
workshops, and demonstrations to 
stay updated on the latest trends and 
technologies shaping the industry.
▪Immerse themselves in a world of 
creativity and design, where each tex-

ture and pattern narrates a unique story.
Be part of an annual event set to grow in 
scale and reputation over time.
Market Insights:

The carpet and flooring market size is es-
timated at $4.09 billion, with a projected 
6% CAGR increase in revenue by 2023.

Free Trading Agreements:
SCFE provides a platform for exhibitors 
and attendees to leverage free trading 
agreements, including the GCC Free 
Trade Agreement with EFTA countries, 
GCC Free Trade Agreement with Singa-
pore, and agreements on the liberaliza-
tion of trade in services among Arab na-
tions.

Exhibit Profiles:
The expo will feature a diverse range of 
exhibits, including:
▪Handmade carpets and rugs
▪Machine-made carpets and rugs
▪Prayer rugs
▪Mats & Clean-off Systems
▪Laminate, wood, and parquet flooring 
solutions
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Exploring the State of the Handwoven Carpet Market in India

The carpet industry stands as one of 
India's oldest, producing four types of 
handwoven carpets: tufted, knotted, 

woven, and embroidered. India holds the 
top spot globally for both the quality and 
quantity of handwoven carpet production, 
with over three million workers and artisans 
contributing to the industry.

Over 90% of India's carpet production is ex-
ported to various countries, making it a sig-
nificant handicraft industry. However, chal-
lenges persist in the realms of raw materials, 
finishing, production, and environmental 
concerns.

India claims the leading position worldwide 
in handwoven carpet production statistics. 
In terms of both value and volume, Indian 
handwoven carpets hold a 35% share in the 
global market, surpassing Iran with 20-25%, 
China with approximately 20%, Nepal with 
around 10%, and other exporters, including 
Turkey, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, collec-
tively holding a 10% share.

India's carpet exports extend to more than 
70 countries, with 44% going to the United 
States, 31% to Europe (Germany, France, It-
aly, Belgium, Spain, Denmark), and the re-
maining 25% distributed to other nations 
such as Canada, Australia, South Africa, Bra-
zil, Netherlands, Japan, Turkey, Mexico, and 
New Zealand.

Challenges Faced by the Indian Handwo-
ven Carpet Industry:
1-Raw Material Issues:
a) High costs of quality raw materials
b) Disruptions and inconsistency in product 
supply due to human and management is-
sues

2. Production-related Challenges:
a) Shortage of skilled and unskilled manual 
worker

b) Electricity-related concerns
c) Lack of management skills
d) Dependence on traditional technology 
and resistance to intervention

Conclusion:
The handwoven carpet industry, while de-
manding, holds the potential to become a 
significant employer for unemployed villag-
ers and youth. It serves as a crucial source 
of foreign exchange, bolstering the global 
economy.

The consistent growth in terms of value un-
derscores the sustainability potential of this 

industry. To harness the available resources 
and talents, particularly among the house-
wives of our nation, officials must focus on 
improving management conditions, con-
ducting global evaluations, and addressing 
the industry's development needs.

Overcoming the industry's challenges re-
quires ongoing research and development, 
comprehensive training, and effective mar-
keting and advertising strategies. This ap-
proach will pave the way for the continuous 
growth of the handwoven carpet industry 
in India, solidifying its position as the world's 
cradle of handwoven carpet production.
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Decline of Local Carpet Industry: Bangladesh 
Grapples with Import Dependence

Once a flourishing exporter of car-
pets, Bangladesh now finds it-
self heavily reliant on imports to 

meet domestic demand. The local carpet 
industry, which once thrived with exports 
to countries like Australia, New Zealand, 
and the United States, has failed to evolve 
in response to changing market dynam-
ics, leading to its downfall.

Lack of technological advancement and 
innovation in quality and design has been 
cited as major factors contributing to the 
industry's collapse. While Bangladesh 
used to export carpets and meet local de-
mand, it now depends on imports from 
countries such as China, Saudi Arabia, 
Dubai, Iran, Canada, Spain, France, India, 
and Belgium.

A shift in consumer preferences towards 
new designs that local manufacturers 
couldn't cater to resulted in a loss of buy-
ers. Old and second-hand machines were 
insufficient to meet evolving demands, 
and a lack of focus on design develop-
ment further compounded the industry's 
challenges.

Of the seven manufacturers that once op-
erated, all have shut down their produc-
tion units by the mid-1990s. Mismanage-
ment and corruption within government 

organizations, including those under the 
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation, exac-
erbated the industry's decline.

Efforts to revive operations under govern-
ment control did not yield success, leav-
ing only a few organizations involved in 
handicraft business to produce carpets 
on a small scale.

While importers continue to meet local 
demand, some believe that promoting 
local production could boost demand for 
rugs, making them more accessible at a 
lower cost. However, the high price and 
luxury status of carpets, coupled with a 
warmer climate in Bangladesh, have de-
terred local companies from investing in 
manufacturing units.

Despite evolving consumer preferences 
and a gradual recovery in sales post-pan-
demic, challenges persist for the local 
carpet industry. Entrepreneurs struggle 
to sustain businesses, particularly those 
producing jute rugs, as synthetic materi-
als dominate the market.

As Bangladesh grapples with import de-
pendence in the carpet industry, efforts 
to revive local manufacturing and ad-
dress market challenges remain crucial 
for long-term sustainability and growth.

Prophet's Mosque in 
Saudi Araba maintains 
over 25,000 carpets daily

The Prophet's Mosque in Saudi 
Arabia upholds the sanctity of 

over 25,000 carpets daily, ensuring 
their cleanliness and dignity. The 
General Authority for the Care of 
the Grand Mosque and Prophet's 
Mosque meticulously maintains 
these revered textiles through 
thorough cleaning, sterilisation, 
and fragrancing. 

Crafted as a national luxury prod-
uct with a plush 16-millimeter 
thickness, these carpets offer wor-
shippers comfort during prayers. 
Equipped with RFID technology, 
each carpet is tracked for manufac-
turing details, usage, and washing 
history. Strict cleaning protocols, 
including thrice-daily vacuuming, 
sterilisation with 1,600 liters of dis-
infectant, and perfuming with over 
200 liters of fragrance, ensure a 
pristine environment for visitors. 
Committed to fostering tranquili-
ty, the authority provides an ideal 
prayer setting in the Mosque of the 
Messenger of Allah.
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BRÜCKNER Offers the Widest Range of Finishing 
Lines for Carpets and Textile Floor Coverings

BRÜCKNER has been known world-
wide for decades for its high-qual-
ity lines for textile finishing. The 

company also offers a wide range of lines 
for the carpet industry. For more than 70 
years customers around the globe have 
been working with BRÜCKNER lines for 
coating, drying, and finishing a wide vari-
ety of floor coverings.

Numerous lines for the production and 
finishing of carpets and textile floor cov-
erings are in operation worldwide. In re-
cent years, a wide range of lines have been 
supplied for finishing tufted and woven 
carpets, as well as thermofusion ovens for 
needle felt and back coating lines for arti-
ficial turf.

BRÜCKNER lines offer the right unit for 
every process. Whether full bath impreg-
nation for aqueous media, one-sided 
full-surface or dot application of latex and 
acrylate pastes, foam or paste application 
via various roller and knife blade systems 
for backing consolidation, application of 
laminating adhesive for a secondary back-
ing and laminating units for wet laminat-
ing of the secondary back – BRÜCKNER 
has the right solution for every technology.

In addition to the application units, the 
portfolio naturally also includes corre-
sponding drying systems. These include, 

for example, the SPLIT-FLOW dryers or 
the thermofusion ovens from the SU-
PRA-FLOW product line, which are also 
used for drying and heat-setting after dig-
ital printing or dyeing. The DUO-THERM 
dryer has been specially developed for dry-
ing coated floor coverings. It is particularly 
suitable for thermal treatment processes 
that require temperature separation be-
tween the upper and lower air.

Like all BRÜCKNER lines, the DUO-THERM 
dryer can be heated with different me-
dia: direct or indirect gas heating, ther-
mal oil heating, steam heating in low- or 
high-pressure versions, electric heating or 
hybrid versions.

A recently delivered BRÜCKNER line for 
drying recyclable floor coverings was 
equipped with a completely electrically 
heated DUO-THERM dryer. By operating 
the dryer with green electricity, the car-
pet manufacturer now has the option of 
CO2-neutral production of fully recyclable 
floor coverings.

The development of sustainable and effi-
cient products is a fundamental focus for 
BRÜCKNER. This is primarily about min-
imizing the CO2 footprint, reducing re-
sources, and protecting the environment. 
This also includes heat recovery and ex-
haust air purification systems from the 
ECO product family, which are available in 
various sizes and different combinations.

They can be supplied for new machines as 
well as retrofitted to existing lines from a 
wide range of manufacturers. Depending 
on the process and type of fabric, the ECO 
products contribute to a significant reduc-
tion in emissions and an increase in ener-
gy efficiency. Replacing dryers in existing 
lines can also contribute to a significant 
increase in efficiency and productivity.

Picture 2: Electrically heated DUO-THERM dryer for CO2-neutral drying of tufted carpets

Picture 1: Line with DUO-THERM dryer for back coating of artificial turf
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COVERING
M E N A

R E C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  F L O O R I N G
THE CARPET AND FLOORING MARKET IN THE MENA HAS EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT GROWTH AND
TRANSFORMATION IN RECENT YEARS.  SEVERAL FACTORS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE EXPANSION
OF THE FLOORING INDUSTRY IN THE REGION,  INCLUDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,  POPULATION

GROWTH,  URBANIZATION,  AND A SURGE IN CONSTRUCTION ACTIVIT IES .

TEL :  0090 539 234 6324 .        EMAIL :  CONTACT@MENACOVERING.COM
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https://www.menacovering.com/

